
 Parish of Kilclooney & Creagh 
Ballinasloe Faith Community Area 

 Sunday, MARCH 17th – Feast of St. Patrick5th Sunday of Lent 2024 

Tel (090) 9643916  

email: stmichaelsballinasloe@clonfertdiocese.ie 

R.I.P.   Helen Dunican, Oldtown; Pat Clogher, Dysart, br. of Tom Clogher, Garbally 
Drive;  Patricia Collins, Menlough (sister of Martin Healy, Deerpark).  
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK IN ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH:  10a.m. 
Mon:   Alan & Justin Stephens, Hymany Park. 
Tues:  Private Intention.   
Wed:   Tommy Conlon, Deerpark & Barbara McGrath. 
Thur:   Private Intention. 
Fri:      Personal Intention.  
Sat:     William & Maureen O’Rourke, Birchgrove. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 24th: Palm Sunday: First Mass of; Sat 7p.m. 
Richie, Willie & Vincent Walsh, St. Michael’s Place; P.J. (Joey) Naughton, Ashford; 
Deirdre Kilmartin, Shralea & Maureen Dooley, Garbally;  
Caitlin Duane, Ard Muire (M.M.)  
9a.m.      Thomas & dec mem Kelly Family, Deerpark;  
12noon:  Kathleen O’Connell, Atticorra; Teresa Devane & Owen Burke; Michael & 
Teresa Geoghegan, Upper Brackernagh; Marola Kochanska, Beechlawn; Dec mem of 
St. Michael’s Church Choir.                        
 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH, CREAGH: 
SAT. 12noon: Frances McManus, Kilgarve (M.M.) 
PALM SUNDAY: 10.30a.m. Michael, Mary & Mc Donnell family, Patricia Lynch & 
Marguerite Finnerty. 

************************************************* 
Adoration: Wed from 3-5p.m. Intercessory prayer for priests’ vocations. Thur from 2-9p.m. 
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 10.30-11.00am 
Bethany Bereavement Support Group Open Meeting on 20th March in Family Centre, 
Brackernagh @ 8.30p.m. Further details: (087) 2334438 
Do you enjoy a good Quiz? Check out Pioneer Clonfert Diocesan Schools & Youth Clubs 
Quiz Comp in Emerald Ballroom on Thur 21st March. Visit www.creideamh.ie/quiz for details. 
Open to young people from all Schools, Clubs (GAA, Foroige, Pioneers etc) in the diocese. 
B’sloe & District Youth Club: for info visit www.creideamh.ie/youth-club. 
Columban Missionaries, Navan:  Old Irish coins, foreign coins or any euro coin that you can 
spare would help Columban Missionaries in their missionary work. Tel: Des (089) 4420452.  
St Patrick’s Day Emigrant Collection  
Thank you for your contributions to this special collection that goes to support the work of Irish 
Chaplaincies abroad and Pastoral Outreach for Irish Emigrants around the world. 

Applications @ St. Patrick’s Pontifical University Maynooth: For their Masters in Liturgical 
Music & Diploma in Church Music. Info @ sppu.ie/courses or tel (01) 7084778. 
Medjugorje International Youth Festival from July 31st– August 7th 2024. Spiritual Director: 
Bishop Michael Duignan. OPEN TO ADULTS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18 (by 31st July 2024) 
AND 35. Subsidised Fare €680 – all inclusive. For further information and booking form contact 
the Clonfert Diocesan Office: tel. 091 841 560, email office@clonfertdiocese.ie, or contact your 
local priest. Limited spaces – first come, first served. Closing date 12th of April.  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter – All married couples deserve a WWME weekend. Friday 26th 
– 28th April 2024 in Focolare Centre Prosperous Co Kildare. Register online 
www.marriageencounter.ie – Good Marriages can always be made better! 

 
St. Patrick's Weekend Concert: Cantairí Chonamara and Music Matters present Connemara 
Song lines, a suite celebrating the Connemara landscape composed by Máire Ní Dhuibhir, & 
TREO ensemble, directed by Karen Dervan, 18th MARCH, at 6.30pm in GAELSCOIL 
RIABHACH, LOUGHREA - H62 TK22. Tickets at door or pre-book with Sarah 087 990 5710. 
Concert: in Gullane’s Hotel on Wed 20th March @ 8p.m. with Town Band & La Canada High 
School Orchestra from California (Director Jennifer Munday). Donations to local charities.  
Message 
               On Saint Patrick’s Day our thoughts and prayers naturally turn to our Irish emigrants 
abroad.  Some left Ireland many years ago and have set down roots in other countries; others, 
including many thousands of our young people, have only recently gone in search of new 
places and opportunities.  Wherever they are in the world – from Sydney to Toronto, from 
Manchester to Dubai – we wish them all a very happy Saint Patrick’s Day! 
Nearly 64,000 people left Ireland in the year to April 2023 – around half of them were Irish 
citizens; but many Irish also returned home during that period bringing valuable new life skills. 
……………..Going and coming is a major feature of the modern world.  Millions of people are 
on the move. Some are voluntary migrants, seeking exciting new challenges and 
opportunities; others, sadly, are forced to leave their homes and families, displaced by war or 
economic hardship.  Still others are cruelly deceived, captured and exploited by human 
traffickers. 
…………Ireland – north and south – needs an honest and open conversation about migration, 
both outward and inward.  How can we truly become an island of belonging and hope where 
our own young people, health workers and teachers want to stay, and where others want to 
come and live among us?  This important discussion will only move away from the extremes 
when we recognise legitimate anxieties and resolve to tackle together, at national and 
community level, the immense challenges of providing affordable homes and services for all. 
When Saint Patrick walked among us, he brought the Good News of a merciful and 
compassionate God, who accompanies all of our comings and goings; God who wants us to 
welcome the stranger, to reach out to the margins and hear the cry of the poor.  An Ireland 
worthy of Saint Patrick is an Ireland of welcomes which does not tolerate hatred or racism, 
and which embraces both its returning citizens and its newcomers. 
May we always, like Saint Patrick, see Christ behind and before us; on our right and on our 
left, in quiet and in danger; and in the mouth of friend and stranger. 
Amen. (Archbishop Eamon Martin) 

Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig oraibh go leir.   www.irishbishops.ie 
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Gamblers Anonymous – Want to stop Gambling Helpline 086 
349 4450 Weekly Meetings Tuesday GELS Room, Main Street 
Ballinasloe H53 RC95 @ 8pm. 
          
Keeping Connected  
Why not visit Clonfert Diocese Facebook Page or follow on 
Clonfert Diocese Twitter. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


